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exclusively for account of the Ministry of Food. The British Food Controller decided early in the season to send
representatives out to Greece in order to make purchases for the requirements of the United Kingdom with the
good intention, no doubt, of not depriving the British public of their Christmas plum pudding. When this
decision was taken early in August last year, the scarcity of tonnage was less acute than was proved to be the
case during the last quarter of the year, and early in December definite instructions were given by the Food
Minister to his representatives to buy about 6,000 tons at 49 shillings f. o. b. (average price) of Vostizza, Gulf,
Patras and Amalias currants for December shipment. This purchase was duly effected, and the shipment of this
small quantity, although it was made in December, was deferred for want of tonnage, and was eventually
completed by the middle of July. The failure of the mission was due to the abnormal circumstances under
which all countries were laboring owing to the war. The control of dried fruits proved to be a great blow to the
trade in general and to the importers of currants in particular. More than fifty Anglo-Greek houses established
in London, Liverpool and Manchester have been deprived of their business, almost of their livelihood, and all
their protests came to naught. The experiment of buying dried fruit in...
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