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APPENDIX NOTE IV. and very zealous for the promotion of the
christian religion, to which Mr. Carlyle says he directed all his
strength when strength and authority were lent him, to
establishing it in Norway and suppressing and abolishing
Vikingism there; both of which objects and their respective
worth and unworth he must himself have long known too well.
The nominal christianity of that kingdom wanted life and
reality under the successors of Olaf Tryggevesen, and many of
the Bonders or peasant proprietors had relapsed into the old
idolatry. This King Olaf, the Saint as he was afterwards called,
resolved to restore the true religion, and he consistently
administered the laws with strict justice, ever maintaining the
right, and punishing violence, robbery, and oppression. Snorro
gives a vivid picture of a popular assembly, or Thing by which
we are reminded of Elijah and the Priests...
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