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Service! Summary: "Fostering Accountabilityis much more than an edited volume; it is a well-integrated
volume that is principally written by Testa and Poertner, who author or co-author all but a few chapters. This
matters because these practitioner scholars have constructed a narrative that builds across the chapters and
yields significant conclusions in many chapters and provides a sturdy platform for powerful recommendations
in the concluding chapter. The volume succeeds in heralding the advances of child welfare accountability, but
also indicating the shortcomings, possible fixes, and a large vision for fostering the next wave of progress." --
Richard P. Barth, Professor and Dean, School of Social Work, University of Maryland "Child welfare has come
so far in recent decades; practice and policy are shifting rapidly to meet the unique needs of families.
Importantly, critical inquiry, data gathering, and research experimentation have bolstered many significant
reforms.Fostering Accountabilityprovides a road map to help child welfare agency administrators and policy
makers build upon these successes, consider course adjustments along the way, and determine how to best
develop and maintain evidence-informed practices that can benefit families." --Jill Duerr Berrick, Zellerbach
Family Professor, School of Social Welfare and Co-Director, Center for Child and Youth Policy, University of
California at Berkeley "In this era of evaluation, outcomes, and performance-based contracting, data and
research have increasingly become required tools for policy and decision makers in child welfare and human
services."--Erwin McEwen, Director, Illinois Department of Children and Family Services "This book provides a
balanced critique of the strengths and weaknesses of different approaches to accountability. It makes an
invaluable contribution by showing the interconnections between the problems of improving the evidence base
of practice and improving the audit system, making a strong argument...
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