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in the nodL gene affected nodulation so that only rarely nodules were induced on the inoculated plants. The
nucleotide sequence of this gene is presented. On the basis of the sequence a membrane integrated protein is
predicted with a molecular weight of 20. 1 kDa. Microscopical analysis of the infection process by nodL mutants
indicate a role for nodL in maintaining the stability of the infection thread. Experiments using transcriptional
lacZ fusions suggest that nodL belongs to the same transcriptional unit as nodF, E. Very low expression of nodL
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