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BRIDGING THE DIGITAL DIVIDE: INNOVATION SYSTEMS FOR ICT IN
BRAZIL, CHINA, INDIA,THAILAND AND SOUTHERN AFRICA

Adonis Abbey Publishers Ltd, United Kingdom, 2006. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 223 x 152 mm. Language:
English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. The impressive advances of information and
communication technologies (ICT) in some Asian countries have led some people to proclaim a fundamental
change in the world economy. It is essential still to study the experience of developing countries thoroughly and
critically. The authors and editors have made an admirable contribution to make such an evaluation and fill a
big gap in our knowledge. But it is still relatively diFicult to find reliable information about the changes taking
place in China or any other developing country. One of the many good features of this evaluation is that it takes
into account the specific relationship of ICT with the wider social and economic system and the national system
of innovation of each country. Christopher Freeman, Emeritus Professor and Founding Director of the Science
Policy Research Unit (SPRU), University of Sussex, Brighton, UK. Running across the informative chapters on
the diverse experience of several important countries with ICT is a unifying theory of what it takes for successful
economic development in today s globalized economy. While drawing on the high-tech products oFered by
advanced industrial nations, and selectively taking in foreign investments, developing nations need to build
their own capabilities for innovation. This is a diFicult balancing act, and one that requires significant
indigenous investments in human capital and in R and D, and sophistication and strength on the part of the
relevant government officials. The case studies show different countries wrestling with the problem, some doing
better and some worse. This is a fascinating and important book. Richard R. Nelson, George Blumenthal
Professor (Emeritus) of International and Public AFairs, Business, and Law, Columbia University, New York,
USA....
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