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affected with or exposed to scabies. Nicotin baths employed in official dipping are required to possess a
minimum strength of either 0.05 or 0.07 of 1 percent of nicotin, according to circumstances. Upon the
Biochemic Division of the Bureau of Animal Industry has accordingly devolved the task of examining a
considerable number of such preparations, including both samples from manufacturers who have desired to
obtain permission for the use of their products in official dipping, and samples of dips actually put to such use,
transmitted by bureau inspectors in the field. The method hitherto employed by the bureau for the
determination of nicotin is the Kissling method, adopted several years ago by the Association of Official
Agricultural Chemists as the standard method for nicotin in tobacco and tobacco products. The Kissling
method in experienced hands and in the absence of certain interfering substances unquestionably yields
accurate results. But it contains a number of pitfalls for the unwary; it is cumbersome, tedious, and expensive.
The bureau is now in possession of a method which appears to yield results of a higher degree of accuracy than
the classical Kissling method, at a less expenditure of time, chemicals, and expensive apparatus, and to yield
such results in the hands of any competent chemist of ordinary training. About the Publisher...
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