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expert panel, the Secretary should initiate reviews for services
that have experi-enced substantial changes in factors that may
indicate changes in physician work and identify new services
likely to experience reductions in value. Those latter serv-ices
should be referred to the RUC and reviewed in a time period as
specified by the Secretary. Finally, to ensure the validity of the
physician fee schedule, the Sec-retary should review all services
periodically. Outpatient dialysis services Most indicators of
payment adequacy for outpatient dialysis services are positive.
Beneficiaries are not facing systematic problems in accessing
care. Providers are in-creasing capacity to meet patients
demand ( as demonstrated by the increasing num-ber of
facilities and hemodialysis treatment stations ), spending is
increasing, and providers have sufficient access to capital. The
quality of care is improving for some measures - dialysis
adequacy and anemia status - and...
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