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Navigation From Hartford, to Holyoke, Mass Experience has demonstrated that the whole country is benefited
whenever intercourse between its parts is facilitated, and its busy industrial and trade centers are brought
importance of er. So well is this Waterways. established that it has become the settled policy of Congress to aid
in every way in the increase of connecting lines of railroad and waterways, in order that the greatest freedom
of transportation may exist between producers and consumers in all parts of the country. Furthermore it has
been demonstrated that it is essential to this freedom of transportation that where it is possible the inland
waterways of the country be made navigable highways open to anyone who will use them to carry the products
of industry where they are needed. Open waterways cheapen the cost of transportation and keep it from
monopolistic control; they develop and multiply industries and increase wealth and population and magnify
the commercial importance of the regions they open to the world, and so of the country at large. All this is
axiomatic but so important in its bearing on the future welfare of our country that the conclusion reached by
the committee of the Senate m 1885, of which Senator Cullom of Illinois was chairman, that the manifest
destiny of our country demands the emancipation of the waters, is amply justified. These general
considerations apply with unusual force to the emancipation of the Connecticut River from the rocks and
shoals which impede its channel, because there is pressmgneed that this river be made a navigable waterway
from Holyoke to the Sound. Not...
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