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scheme, the good eDects of it were already beginning to be felt. The preparations and preliminary settlements
produced a wholesome diversion of his thoughts, so many little outward cares constraining him to calculation
and exertion, the unusual bustle of his still house, all contributed to draw him from the dark Trophonius cave of
his own imagination into the light and warmth of day. As he rode along through the bright morning to his
lawyer, that he might finish, aEer long loitering, some acts of business relating to his little property, and some
acts of beneficence to one or two poor peasants dependent on him, he almost felt as if he were in very deed
ceasing to be an alien from the commonwealth of men, as if he too had some duties to perform in his own
sphere, barren and humble though it was. The journey itself, though he viewed it with little pleasure, nay in
general with a sort of captious regret, was yet a prospect if not a hope, and thus the future, if not filled with
inviting forms, was no longer absolutely void. Nay in spite of himself some promise of enjoyment rose faintly
over his mind; for the plastic vigour of young fancies which shapes such landscapes in the clouds, though sorely
marred in him was not extinct, and where good and evil are both possible, there is no such perverse...
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